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Aims of Teaching: Geography.
The aims of teaching geography in German
secondary schools are : (i) to cultivate among the
pupils love of the native soil; (2) to enable them to
understand the relation between the physical
features of the earth (climate, soil, water forms,
plant life) and human life and to show them how
the development of the different countries has been
influenced by their geographical position and
natural resources ; and (3) to guide them gradually
to form independent judgments on geographical
questions. While in the lower section appeal is
made to the emotions and imagination of the
pupils, in the middle and upper sections every
effort is made to develop their judgment.
Methods of Teaching.
Geography lends itself admirably to the prin-
ciple of self-activity instruction. Accordingly,
the Prussian Suggestions lay special stress on the
drawing of maps, diagrams and graphs, the mak-
ing of^ card-board, wood and sand models, and,
above all, on excursions to industrial centres, big
workshops, factories, museums, railway stations,
and wherever possible, to harbours and big towns.
Great weight is attached to the observation of the
weather and the study of weather charts. In con-
nection with astronomical geography, the pupils
are trained to observe the phenomena visible in
their locality. Every school possesses a relief,
map of the home district. The pupils are trained
in the use of the map and the atlas from the very